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General Assembly 

1) Eradication the Issue of Opiate Trade and Drug Trafficking  

Background Information: 

 Opiates is the general name given to the group of drugs including naturally 

occurring drugs derived from the opium poppy (Papaver Somniferum) such as 

morphine and opium, opioids, which are ‘opiate-like’ drugs that are completely 

synthetic , such as methadone, and semi-synthetic drugs such are heroin. Opiates are 

depressants of the central nervous system and can be consumed in a number of ways 

such as smoked, snorted, and injected, or inhaled.  

While Opiates themselves pose a threat to health and the physical and mental 

wellbeing of those using them, many of the more severe effects of their usage stem 

from the unhygienic injecting and consumption practices that further the spread of 

diseases such as HIV, and hepatitis, as well as the diffusion of these diseases through 

communities via sexual contact. Likewise, those suffering from opiate addiction are 

often taken advantage of and sexual or physically abused and manipulated.  

Opiates are one of the most abused drugs in Western Nations, where prescription 

painkillers such as morphine, hydrocodone, oxycodone, and fentanyl are readily 

prescribed and given out. Opiates are also a significant source of economic revenue 

for communities in the Afghan mountains, where the sap of the opium poppy is 

harvested. Most of the Opiates and opium based substances are trafficked through the 

middle east and Africa and into Europe and the Americas, while some is consumed in 

Oceania.   



Given the widespread scope of the effect of the opiate trade and consumption as well 

as the trafficking of other drugs and illicit substances, it is clear that actions must be 

taken in order to not only eradicate the production of opium, but to shut down and 

discontinue the trafficking of drugs across domestic and international borders. 

UN Involvement  

The United Nation’s Drug Control Conventions do not recognize a distinction between 

licit, or illicit substances. However, they do describe the consumption of these 

substances to be illicit or licit. In this way, the United Nations does not impose upon 

national legislation concerning the classification of drugs.  

The United Nations and Interpol have worked together on a number of occasions to 

tackle the illicit use of drugs, as well as the production, trafficking and distribution of 

these substances around the world. These include conventions such as the United 

Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, The United Nations 

Convention Against Corruption, and resolutions such as ECOSOC Resolution 2016/34 

concerning the need for a balance between demand and supply of opiates used to 

meed medical and scientific needs.  

In this way, the United Nations has taken a stance to eradicate the production, 

trafficking, and illicit consumption of opiates and other substance 

Topics for Debate: 

i. In what ways can the UN member countries fork towards decriminalisation 

of nonviolent offences regarding consumption of illicit substances in favour 

of public rehabilitation programs? 

ii. How can the global trade network of opiates and opium based substances be 

disrupted with multilateral action? 



Guiding Questions:  

• How does your country contribute to the consumption or production of opiates, 

other illicit drugs, prescription drugs? 

• In what ways is your country combatting the consumption and trafficking of 
these substances. 

• In nations that offer Supervised Injection Sites (fix rooms, safe injection 
facilities, medically supervised injection centres, etc), does this combat the 
illicit use of opiates and other substances, or simply reduce the health risks 
associated with them? 
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2) Tackling Crime in the International Sports World  

Background Information  

 The use of drugs in the sporting world dates back almost to the creation of 

sports. The ethics regarding the advantage gained by the administration of drugs has 

been hotly debated. Currently, doping is the greatest threat to sports around the 

world. Cases of drug use tend to be high profile, and in the public eye for an 

extended period, as when the alleged ‘doper’ is caught, their persecution and 

resultant stripping of medals and titles tend to be controversial and a much talked 

about topic. Not only is drug use deceptive and a plague in the sporting world, it can 

prove harmful to the health of athletes as well as damaging to society as it 

encourages the positive perception of drugs. 
 
The most common performance enhancing drug is anabolic steroids. Anabolic-

androgenic steroids (AAS) were first isolated, identified and synthesized in the 1930s, 

and are now used therapeutically in medicine to induce bone growth, stimulate 

appetite, induce male puberty, and treat chronic wasting conditions, such as cancer 

and AIDS. Anabolic steroids also increase muscle mass and physical strength, and are 

therefore used in sports and bodybuilding to enhance strength or physique. As such, 
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anabolic-androgenic steroids became popular as an alternative to testosterone, which 

has harmful side effects on the body’s natural hormonal balance. Anabolic Steroids 

can however result in a slew of health complications such as liver abnormalities, 

hypertension, increased risk of muscle damage, the loss of hair and malfunction of 

sexual organs in men and women   
 
Another major issue in the sporting world is insider trading and match fixing. With the 

increasing involvement of “big money” investors, the payout keeps getting bigger. 

However, the involvement of criminal activities has increased because of this leading 

to unfair challenges on and off the field. It was reported that in 2013 there was 330 

reported incidents in the top five European football leagues. 

Match fixing has become a plague that threatens legitimate sports across the globe, 

with millions of dollars on the line, as well as the integrity of the sports, and the 

athletes involved. When the outcome of a match is fixed from the beginning, the 

entire spirit of competitive comradery is threatened. Match fixing not only is an 

economic issue, but threatens the safety of those involved, and strikes a blow to the 

heart and spirit of sports across the globe. 

History: 

● Minnesota Vikings boat party scandal (2005) – a pleasure cruise that reportedly 
featured sexual shenanigans by several members of the Minnesota Vikings of the NFL 

● Ten of the twelve members of the gold medal-winning Spanish basketball team at 
the 2000 Summer Paralympics were revealed to have no disability. 

● 1993 French football bribery scandal – a match fixing scandal involving a 1992–93 
French Division 1 match between Olympique de Marseille and Valenciennes, in which 
Valenciennes players were bribed by Olympique de Marseille president. 

●“Bloodgate”; – A scheme by the English rugby union club Harlequins to fake an injury 
to wing Tom Williams to allow a blood replacement to be brought on at a critical 
moment in their 2009 Heineken Cup quarter final against Leinster. 

●Doping in Russia - Richard McLaren published a 97 report in July 2016 followed with 
part 2 in December 2016 claiming from 2011 to 2015 more than 1,000 Russian 
competitors in various sports, including summer, winter, and Paralympic sports, 
benefited from a doping cover-up. 



●UN Involvement 

 INTERPOL has a long history of cooperation with the United Nations, which was 

formalized in a Cooperation Agreement in 1997 and further strengthened by 

subsequent specific agreements. 
The two organizations collaborate on many projects and initiatives to fight 

international crime. INTERPOL works closely with a number of United Nations 

departments and agencies in order to achieve common goals. Given that most 

INTERPOL member nations are also members of the United Nations, INTERPOL often 

has special international jurisdictions in regards to these nations and the bodies 

within them.  

 
The United Nation Drug Committee works closely with INTERPOL. This includes doping 

in sports where INTERPOL works closely with the World Anti-doping Agency. The fight 

against match fixing is led by UNODC, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 

working together with INTERPOL, prosecuting and investigating the issues at hand. 

The use of Performance Enhancing Drugs is not only dangerous for the individuals 

involved, but threatens the very integrity of sports, and the comradery and 

competitiveness they inspire.  
 
UN has implemented anti-doping in UNESCO’s strategies and missions. A United 

Nations-backed treaty that is the first binding and universal legal instrument seeking 

to eliminate doping in sport. This is known as the international convention against 

doping in sports.  
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) announced in 2015 a new 

partnership with the International Centre for Sport Security (ICSS) to help strengthen 

cross-border investigations into match-fixing and manipulation of sports competitions, 

as well as bolstering measures to prosecute offenders. 



Topics for Debate:  

i. What methods can be utilized to work to protect against and educate on the 

negative effects of doping and match fixing for minors and amateur 

athletes? 

ii. How should nations handle the persecution of influential and popular 

athletes in major sports crimes? What ethical approaches are used in these 

scenarios? ( Examples of Oscar Pistorius, Lionel Messi, Lance Armstrong)  

iii. At what point are substances and methods considered illegal for their 

‘unfair’ advantage? Could physiotherapeutic methods such as cupping, and 

blood infusions be considered illegally advantageous?  

Guiding Questions: 

• What is your countries stance on sports crime and the treatment of convicted 

athletes and team members? 

• What has your government done eradicate or curb sports crime? 

• What actions does your nation take against convicted parties in state or sports 

union funded sports crime offences (i.e., what is their stance on persecution of 

offenders in these crimes)  
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