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European Union 

Background Information: 

1). Analysing Turkey’s Request to Enter the European Union 

 In the recent influx of Syrian immigrants into nearby nations, some nations 

have carried more of a burden than others. Turkey is one of those nations. Due to its 

central location, Turkey has become a hub for fleeing refugees, attempting to make 

their way to Europe but hindered by closed borders and harsh immigration laws. As 

over three million refugees have flooded Turkish borders throughout the 5 years of the 

Syrian War, Turkey is in desperate need of economic support. For this support, Turkey 

has turned to the European Union, its neighbour and partner in dealing with the crisis 

of Syrian refugees. A failure to cooperate in this time of need could tear a rift in the 

relations between the two, smothering trade and diplomacy.  

However, relations between the two are tense, and cooperation is hindered by 

Turkey’s unanswered European Union application, submitted in 1987, and rumoured 

even by the most liberal of politicians to not be at hand for at least another 10-20 

years. Turkey’s humanitarian policies are lacking, and out of the 35 accession chapters 

required to join the European Union, they have only completed a single one. Many 

also believe that due to Turkey’s geographical location, political and economic state, 

and cultural history, this would be an unwise decision. 

However, in light of recent events, opinions are shifting. Recently, Turkey has begun 

to rise again as a nation, thriving economically, and bearing the refugees that so many 



other Middle Eastern, Asian and European nations refuse to admit. Some would even 

say they have every right to be let into the European Union.  In the summer of 2015, 

overwhelmed by the flow of refugees, the European Union turned to Turkey for help. 

This unprecedented alliance between the two has them acting, in many cases as one 

body. It remains to be seen what effects this alliance will have on the politics of the 

two. Accession talks began in October 2005, but have progressed slowly given 

numerous European Union regulations. Meanwhile Turkey struggles on, making 

commendable efforts to provide humanitarian aid and support to refugees, without 

the backing of any other European Nation, and are bearing the heavy burden of 

hosting more refugees than any other nation on the planet. 

EU Involvement 

                  On 29th November 2015, a joint memorandum was signed between Turkey 

and the European Union. In return for acceptance of refugees in transit, the European 

Union informally assured Turkey that they would re-energize their admission process, 

make it easier for Turkish citizen to gain EU passports, and provide them with three 

billion euros of support for refugees. On 7 March 2016, Turkey also agreed to accept 

any refugees who were forced to turn back on their passage to Greek shores, and to 

take in all irregular immigrants who were discovered in Turkish waters. They adopted 

a 1:1 policy with the EU, which stated that for every refugee which entered Turkey 

after being turned away from Greece, one would be sent to Europe. This helped the 

crowding somewhat, but refugee populations are still on the rise. In return for 

Turkey’s redoubled efforts, the EU has offered another 3 billion in aid and to move the 

deadline for visa liberalisation up to June of 2016. However, as Turkey had already 

spent 8 billion on the issue in 2015, the figure growing exponentially since then, the 

Turkish government has been requesting further aid. 

Topics for Debate: 

I. Aid to Turkish Government for Refugees 

II. Turkey’s application into the EU 



Guiding Questions: 

1. Should Turkey’s application be accelerated? 

2. If not, how should we help them otherwise? (Economically, socially, politically) 

3. Is there any way to reduce the flow of refugees to Turkey? 

4. What steps can the Turkish government take to make their application more 

acceptable? 
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2) The Efficient Management of United Kingdom's Exit from the European 

Union. 

Background Information:  

 On June the 23rd 2016, a referendum was held in the United Kingdom to allow 

the people to decide whether or not the United Kingdom stayed in the European 

Union (EU). The EU is a political and economic partnership of 28 European countries. 

The EU is a “single market” and allows for open trade and movement between the 

member countries. The EU has its own currency, the Euro, which 19 of the member 

countries use. 

Majority of voters in the UK voted to leave the EU, with a vote of 51.9%. This 

decision, also known as Brexit, was made by over 30 million voters in the United 

Kingdom. This decision left the United Kingdom without a Prime Minister after David 

Cameron announced his resignation on the day the referendum was done. Theresa 

May was appointed as the new Prime Minister shortly after. The British economy also 

took a small blow with the British Pound falling 20% against the US dollar after the 

result was announced, and now sits around 15% to the US dollar and 10% down to the 

Euro. 

The process of the United Kingdom leaving the EU is not instant. An article in a treaty 

signed by all member countries of the EU, Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty, invokes an 

agreement that allows for both parties to work on an agreement before the split 

occurs. The current British Prime Minister, Theresa May, made a statement saying that 

discussions would begin by the end of March 2017, therefore meaning that the United 

Kingdom must leave the EU by this time in 2019. There are also plans for the United 

Kingdom to pass a bill that will create new laws on the United Kingdom, this is called 

the “Great Repeal Bill” and will merge chosen EU laws into the United Kingdom laws. 

The United Kingdom’s Supreme Court ruled in January that parliament had to be 

consulted before Article 50 could be invoked.  



Only one other country has left the EU on a referendum before. This country was 

Greenland, once a colony of the Kingdom of Denmark. Greenland left in the 1980’s 

after there was talk of the removal of Greenland’s most economic source of income, 

fishing.  

UN Involvement 

The UN’s new environment chief has called for a post-Brexit Britain to link up 

with the EU on environment policy, adopting key bloc climate laws and maintaining its 

nature directives. 

As of now there is not much UN involvement with this situation as the agreements 

have not begun. 

Topics for Debate: 

I. Management agreements and ideas 

II. Impact on trade, immigration and financing 

Guiding Questions: 

• How will this situation affect the EU or UN? 

• What should the EU and UN do to ensure the security of the EU? 

• Will the UK leaving cause other countries to follow suit? 

• How will this affect current global issues (refugees, financial funding)? 

• What will happen to people from EU member states working in the UK and vice 

versa? 

• Scotland leaving the United Kingdom 

• Trade and Immigration 
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